
St Agnes’ Parish  
Christmas and New Year Arrangements 

 

Sunday 17th December 4:00pm Family Mass  
    Group presents a  
    Christmas Carol Service.  
    All are welcome 
Confessions 
 

Wednesday 20th December 7:30pm Penitential  
    Service & Confessions 
Saturday 23rd December 10:00am to 7:00pm  
 
Masses for Christmas  
 

On Saturday/Sunday 23rd/24th December normal 
weekend Masses will be held except there will be no 
Evening Mass, as the Christmas Day Vigil Mass will be 

held at 7:00pm and 9:00pm 
 
Sunday 24th December 7:00pm and 9:00pm 
    Vigil Masses 
 
Christmas Day   8:00am; 9:00am;  
    10:00am; 11:00am 
    12:00pm and 1:00pm  
    (no evening Mass) 
 
Tuesday 26th December 10:00am; 11:00am  
(St Stephen’s Day)   
 

Days After Christmas 
 

Weekday Masses  9:00am & 10:00am only 
The 8:00am and the 7:00pm daily Mass will resume 

again on Tuesday 2nd January 2007. 
 
 

On Sunday 31st December at 4:00pm in St Agnes 
Church we invite our parishioners and friends to join us 

for a Service of Farewell for the old year and to ask 
God’s Blessing as the New Year approaches 
ALL ARE WELCOME TO COME AND JOIN US.   

OUR PARISH LITURGY GROUP WILL HOLD A CUPPA 
AFTERWARDS IN OUR PARISH CENTRE 

 
New Year’s Eve  
Sunday 31st December 2006 9:00am; 10:00am;  
    11:00am; 12:00pm  
    1:00pm & 7:00pm 
New Year’s Day 
Monday 1st January 2007 9:00am &10:00am 

Festive Jokes 
A man suffering from insomnia asked 
a friend how he managed to get to 
sleep so easily each night.  “Do you 
count sheep?”, “No” he replied, “I speak to The 
Shepherd!” 
 

Q. What is mum’s favourite Christmas Carol? 
A. Silent Night!! 
 

Q. What did Adam say on the day before   
Christmas? 
A. Is it Christmas, Eve!!! 
 

Q. What carol is heard in the desert? 
A.  Camel ye Faithful 

 

CLOSURE 
As many parishioners know, that because of the transfer of one priest, Fr David Fleming, and the 
illness of two others, we have been compelled, after consultation with the Parish Pastoral Council 
to close down our Mass Centres in St Damian’s School and the Social Services Centre. 

Therefore there will be no Masses over Christmas in these Centres and all future Masses will be 
held in the Parish Church only. 

Fr John 
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Christmas newsletter, December 2006 

A Thought for Christmas 
 

“Jesus has a place for each of us” 
 

It was going to be a lovely Christmas Eve for John Wright.  For years he had never been on his own on 
Christmas Eve.  The first snow of winter was falling steadily as he drove his wife Celine and daughters Kate, 
Margaret and little Lucy the youngest, to Church for Midnight Mass.  They liked to go early so that they could 
listen to the Christmas Carols.  Little Lucy would be making her First Communion in June, so this was her first 
time going to Midnight Mass.  John, her father would miss her chirpy, happy little chatter around the house as 
together they used to put the final touches to Christmas decorations and set about making a blazing fire and 
welcoming meal for Celine and the children coming home in the cold. 

John was a marvellous home maker totally devoted to his wife and family and a trusted friend to everyone in 
need.  He would have loved more than anything else to accompany his family to Mass, especially to Christmas 
Midnight Mass, but he had a problem.  He often heard Celine teaching the Angelus to the children, but the 
phrase “The word was made flesh and lived among us” caused him problems and much soul searching. 

John wasn’t a Catholic, in fact he didn’t profess any religion and his biggest obstacle in accepting the Faith 
was that in his heart of hearts he couldn’t accept the mystery of the incarnation.  He could not believe “That 
God could become a man and live among his people”. 

When John returned home he turned on all the lights in the house and began making preparations for the 
homecoming of his family.  Gradually he became aware of a pecking noise at the window.  He looked and saw 
sparrows, robins and other small birds at the windows attracted by the light.  They were cold and starving.  
He looked around and got oat-flakes, cheese and breadcrumbs and scattered them on the ground outside.  
The birds took no notice of the food, and every time he opened the door, they flew into the bushes. 

In desperation he hit on a plan.  ‘I will open the barn door, inside they will find everything they need; food, 
shelter, comfort and warmth.’  Then he waited to see.  But the birds still didn’t go in.  He tried to “shoo” them 
in, but to no avail, they stubbornly refused.  In his frustration he exclaimed “Those stupid birds!!”, “I have 
done my best for them.  If only I could become one of them, perhaps that is the only way I could help them”.  
Just then the Church Bells rang out for the beginning of Mass and the 
words of the Angelus came back to haunt him “And the word was 
made flesh and lived among us”  He fell on his knees and simply said 
“Now I know Lord, why you came, now I can join my family” 

He reached the Church and went up the aisle to where he knew his 
family were. They had kept a space for him.  Little Lucy’s face lit up, 
she whispered in his ear “Daddy, I was afraid you would be lonely, so I 
asked the Baby Jesus to look after you and bring you here” 

 
Full Details of Christmas and New year 
Arrangements  for St Agnes Parish can 

be found on Page 4 of the Newsletter 



O Come Let Us Adore Him 
The Priests of the Parish join in wishing you and your family a very Happy 
and Peaceful Christmas, and every blessing in the New Year of 2007.  The 

Priests of the Parish will offer their Christmas Day Masses for you and your 
loved ones living and dead. 

May we take this opportunity to thank all our Parish helpers for their 
generous assistance during the year.  Your support is very much appreciated. 

Christmas Dues 
The Christmas Dues Envelope you receive through your door at Christmas and Easter help to 
support the priests of the Parish.  They are an important source of income for the clergy.  All 
working people in the house should be asked to contribute.  Often it is our pensioners who are 
the most generous.  We hope to send out acknowledgements early in the New Year, so please 
include your name and address.  If you do not require an acknowledgement, please put “NO 
RECEIPT NEEDED” on the front of your dues Envelope 

PARISH CALENDAR 
Our Parish Calendar can be useful as it 
gives parish information. By placing it on 
the inside of a kitchen door, it will be 
easily available for reference with regards to 
phone numbers, Mass times etc..  So please keep it 
handy. 

January 2005 
S
u
n 

M
o
n 

T
u
e 

W
e
d 

Thu F
r
i 

S
a
t 

  
 

  
 1 

A Family Grace Before Meals on Christmas Day 
We ask God’s blessing this Christmas Day on those who have gathered here.  May the Lord 

bless the food we are about to eat.  We remember in love absent members living and dead and 
those without food or shelter this day. 

We make all our prayers through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

A Celebration of Light and Farewell 
On New Years Eve at 4:00pm, we will have our 
customary gathering of our Parishioners in St 

Agnes Church to mark the close of the Old Year 
and to pray for God’s blessing on the year 2007.  
We invite members of other Churches to join us 
for this time of prayer, music and thanksgiving. 

SERVICE OF RECONCILIATION 
An important part of preparation for 

Christmas is to go to Confession.  We 
can offer the peace of Christmas to 

others when we are at peace 
with God.  On Wednesday 
20th December, we are 

inviting you to put aside time 
for this Ceremony of 
Reconciliation with 

Confessions beginning at 7:30pm. 

There will also be Confessions all day on 
Saturday 23rd December 

Interview with Most Rev Sean Brady                       
(courtesy of Intercom, November 2006) 

 

Archbishop of Armagh and President of the Irish Bishops’ 
Conference, what are your hopes for the next decade of Irish 
Catholicism? 

I would hope that during the next decade, despite the attractions and 
obvious blessings brought by the Celtic Tiger and a booming economy, 
Irish Catholics will hold firmly to the belief that we do not live on bread 
alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.  The logical 
consequence of such a belief would be finding  time to listen to that word in prayer and to 
respond to it in worship. 

I would further hope that Irish Catholics will, once again, or perhaps for the first time, discover 
with joy the certainty that they are loved by God personally and enjoy a deeply personal 
relationship with the Lord, who is at work within us.  That discovery would hopefully inspire all of 
us to come to know Jesus Christ in a deeper way and try to embody his values in our own lives. 

I hope that people would come to love and trust the Church for what it really is, the body of 
Christ, for in the Church the Lord is present.  Pope Benedict said recently that the Church exists 
as the family of God in which our faith and joy and the certainty of being loved by the Lord must 
grow.  I hope that the new generations see the Church as a community of friends on whom one 
can  depend at all times.  I had the joy of visiting Nigeria earlier this year where it was my 
privilege to ordain ten missionary priests for the Missionary Society of St Paul.  The Nigerian 
people are very happy people.  I think that is due to the fact that they generally count their 
blessings and are grateful for them.  I wish that we in Ireland could discover the same gift and 
rejoice in the consolation brought by the Spirit of God.  During my visit to Nigeria I met an Irish 
Missionary priest who said he hoped the Church in Ireland would never lose contact with the 
poor.  I share that hope. 

Questions people ask 
Q. Somebody said that we don’t know 
the actual date of Jesus’ birth and that 
25 December was some pagan feast. Is 
that true? 

A. Yes indeed, we don’t know the date of 
Jesus’ birth. People did celebrate the 
passing of mid-Winter and the Return of the 
Unconquered Sun at this time of the year. 
In the third century AD the Roman Emperor 
Aurelian proclaimed December 25th as a 
special day to honour the sun as a god. 
Christians would not worship the sun but 
made that day a feast in honour of Christ 
the Light, the Sun of Justice, the one sent 
by God to banish the darkness of sin.  

Fr Silvester O’Flynn OFM Cap 

WEBSITE FOR CHRISTMAS 

www.bethlehem.org 

Website of Bethlehem—City of Jesus 

A Christmas Prayer  
by  

Robert Louis Stevenson  
 

Loving Father, Help us remember 
the birth of Jesus, that we may 
share in the song of the angels, 
the gladness of the shepherds, 
and worship of the wise men.  

Close the door of hate and open 
the door of love all over the world. Let 
kindness come with every gift and good 
desires with every greeting. Deliver us from 
evil by the blessing which Christ brings, 
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.  

May the Christmas morning make us happy 
to be thy children, and Christmas evening 
bring us to our beds with grateful 
thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' 
sake.   Amen. 


